was no further need for any “equipping” or
“confirming” and thus no longer a need for
supernatural miracles or “signs”. Today, the
“completed” and “confirmed” Word of God
(Jude 3; Hebrews 2:3-4) gives us the
“power” (Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 1:18)
to be “equipped for every good work” (2

Timothy 3:17).
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Upcoming Events

December 4: Men’s Day at Pennville
Congregation 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM. Lunch
Provided. John Cupp, speaker.

November 19: Singing at the Ft. Oglethorpe
Church of Christ, beginning at 7:00 PM.

Please add the following to your prayers:

Jimmy Woods, an elder at the Highland
congregation, is undergoing rehab at:
Hutcheson Medical Center
100 Gross Crescent Circle, Room 337
Ft. Oglethorpe, GA 30742

Nelle Tipton, a member of the Central
congregation in Cleveland and a special friend
of the Tackett's and Ballew’s, has broken her
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ankle and is in a special boot to help it heal.
Please pray for Nelle.

Curtis Love, a member of the Chatsworth
congregation, will have surgery to remove his
lung on Tuesday. Please pray diligently for
Curtis and his family.

Butch Jones, minister for the Ellijay
congregation, had his kidney removed
Wednesday. Please pray for Butch’s recovery.

George Stefanic, the grandfather of Allen
Tackett’s girlfriend, Rachel, has cancer. Please
remember him in your prayers.

Continue to remember our other family members who
are confined to their home: Lillian Criswell and Cecil Hill
and Callie Paige.

Continue to remember in prayer: The Lord’s church
worldwide, our missionaries, our nation and her leaders
and our service men and women on foreign soil, Steve
Weaver, Glenda Weaver, Eathel Currey, Betty Holt, Nelle
Tipton, Gene Smith, Chovo Barrientos, Raymond Walker

and Curtis Love.

The Purpose of
Miracles

Mike Riley

In Mark 16:20, the inspired record states of
the apostles: “And they went forth, and
preached everywhere, the Lord working
with them, and confirming the word with
signs following, Amen.” Today one can

simply turn on the television and hear claims
being made of “miracles” on every hand. It’s
a wonder anyone is sick in the world! There
are those that believe supernatural miracles
still occur in the world of the twenty-first
century. Two obvious questions that one
might ask concerning supernatural miracles
being performed today are these:

1) Why aren’t all people who have diseases
healed by today’s “faith healers” and all
diseases eradicated? Matthew 9:35 states
that “Jesus went about all the cities and
villages ..... healing every sickness and
every disease among the people.”

2) Why can’t so-called “miracle workers” of
today raise folks from the dead? Jesus did
(Luke 8:54-55; John 12:1); Peter did (Acts
9:40-42); and Paul did (Acts 20:9-12).

Purpose of First Century Miracles

Since God is not the author of confusion (1
Corinthians 14:33), the Bible is “clear” in
revealing not only the reality of miraculous
events in the first century but also their
purpose (Matthew 11:2-6; Mark 16:17,20;
John 6:14; John 20:30-31; Hebrews 2:3-4).
The role of miracles was one of “equipping”
and “confirming”. The “equipping” role they
served is declared in that with which the
apostles and others would be supplied in
their teaching of the gospel (Mark 16:17-18;
Acts 5:12; 1 Corinthians 2:4-5; Hebrews
2:4). The validity of the apostles’ teaching
was attested to as “the Lord working with
them, and confirming the word with signs
(miracles) following” (Mark 16:20).

First century miracles were not for the
direct benefit of those performing the
miracles nor were they intended to serve
merely material purposes. The “miracle
workers” of the New Testament always gave
God the glory and never used them to
generate income (they didn’t sell prayer
cloths or ask people to give money for their
healing “ministry”!). Paul and Barnabas
vehemently disavowed any personal honor
for the miracles they performed, even in the
face of an audience willing to make them
gods (Acts 14:11-18). This kind of conduct
is a “country mile” from the ego trips of
modern “miracle workers”.

Healing Power Was Not Misused

It is also interesting to note that although
Jesus ordained the apostles to have power to
heal sicknesses (Mark 3:14-15), that power
was not used in the case of Paul (2
Corinthians 12:7-9); Epaphroditus
(Philippians 2:25-27); Timothy (1 Tim.
5:23); or Trophimus (2 Timothy 4:20). This
indicates to us that supernatural miracles
must have been for a specific spiritual
purpose and not merely for the purpose of
“entertainment”, “material gain”, or other
“self-seeking” purposes.

Conclusion

When God ended His revelation to man
(Romans 16:25-26; 1 Corinthians 13:10;
Ephesians 3:1-11; James 1:25; Jude 3), there




